[Alcohol polyneuropathy].
The Alcoholic Polyneuropathy occurs in about 10-30% of alcoholics. It is the second most frequent type of polyneuropathies after the diabetic form. The clinical pattern is a symmetric sensory or symmetric motor sensory manifestation type. In almost all cases there is a pressure pain of the calves. In the beginning the disturbance of the proprioceptive sensation is predominant. Disturbances of the autonomic nervous system deal with the sympathetic as well as the parasympathetic nervous system. Morphologically there is a primary axonal degeneration. A direct toxic influence of the alcohol itself is discussed as the prevailing pathomechanism.